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Village News

Reduce your Electric Bill
I recently visited a friend and noticed in their lounge the centre light cluster had 
three 40 watt bulbs. I said your centre light has a total wattage of 120. If we replace 
them with 5 watt led lamps that is a saving of 105 watts. I purchased three new LED 
lamps from my wholesaler for a total cost of £5.00.
My friend reported back that the new lights which were classed as warm white 
were better. It made me think how many other households are still using the old so 
called low energy lamps. 
The table below gives a breakdown of the annual savings of converting to LED 
lamps. If the lamps in the above table were replaced with 10watt LED’s, the total 
cost per year would be £40.50. That gives a total saving of £202.50 and in my opin-
ion a better light.

Current lamp 60watt
Number of lamps 10
Hours per day 12
Price per Kwph 0.15
Cost per day £1.08
X days per year 225
Cost per year £243.00

I also believe that a modern 5 watt LED gives a very good light. If you intend to go 
down the LED road then please shop around; a definite ‘no no’ is not to buy LED 
bulbs in the supermarket as they are very expensive. If you have any of the old 
floodlights and some of them burn 500 watts you can purchase an LED replace-
ment which is a huge saving. 
My final tip is the electric kettle.  We all boil too much water. I remember the 
broadcaster John Humphrey’s many years ago said only boil what you need and his 
tip was to have a measuring jug by the kettle. I am old enough to remember when 
the country went to nuclear power we were all going to have free electricity. Energy 
prices will continue to rise so as winter approaches and your lights will be working 
overtime, now is the time to make the change to LED’s
Trevor Allison

Annual 
Village  Picnic
Robinson Meadow radiated a beautiful, 
wild and peaceful setting for our annual 
village picnic on Sunday 23rd June. 
We rocked up with our picnics and enjoyed 
a really lovely summer afternoon chilling 
with our friends and families. 
Plenty of delicious food and drink to go 
round and we particularly enjoyed the 
home-made cakes that were shared.
The Village Society arranged the tea tent 
and bought games along for those who 
wanted to burn off a few calories.
A game of rounders’ proved a very enter-
taining highlight to the afternoon as ‘Fluffy 
the dog’ turned out to be the best fielder, 
although she did make the ball rather 
soggy and was sometimes a bit reluctant to 
return it!
Betsy, our youngest player probably scored 
the most rounders’ even if she did miss out 
a few posts as the opposing team didn’t 
have the heart to stump her out. 
A tug of war followed and although we’re 
not quite sure who really won, it was fun 
joining in.
Thank you to everyone who came along, it 
was lovely to spend some time with you all 
relaxing in the Meadow. 
Hoping you’ve all enjoyed our glorious 
summer.
Preston & Elmstone Village Society

Dear friends, 
I am so excited, I have some great news! 
Since I published my first book, “Voices 
in The Mist”, you’ve been waiting so long 
to hear what happened next, but now I 
can finally tell you….my second book is 
finished and is with the publishers. It will 
be out and ready for your pleasure, by the 
end of October. The title is: The Revenge of 
Ogystone. 
Those of you that read ‘Voices in the Mist’ 
will remember that we left poor Scratch 
being carried home by Suzy. He had 
terrible injuries that he had received from 
Ogystone, but they were relieved to know 
that Ogystone was finally gone for ever. Or 
was he? My new book continues the story 
and is full of twists and turns as we follow 
the lives of Scratch, Suzy and their fellow 
Paxtey in their quest to rid our world from 
a ruthless tyrant.
Here’s a little snippet from my new book: 
‘Soon it will be over, and they will all be gone 

forever!! The voice was deep, a big voice, a 
heartless voice. Dregan trembled, not for 
himself but for his brethren and Chamali. He 
knew who that was, he was horrified to think 
that it was even possible. 
Somehow the evillest creature that has ever 
lived in our world was alive? It was just a 
whisper of despair at first, ‘Oh no, no, no’, 
and then ‘NO, NO NOOOO!!! He howled 
from his heart. OGYSTONE IS BACK!!!’
I wonder how many humans will believe 
that a community of beings like the Paxtey 
could even exist, this group of friends are 
very different ??  You will find out for your-
selves as you follow their adventures.
If you missed my first book I have a special 
offer for those that need to catch up. From 
Monday 3 September, I will leave 20 signed 
copies of ‘Voices in the Mist’ with Holly, in 
our friendly Preston Village Shop for just 
£2 each.
These stories are a special fiction and for all 
age groups, for the young and the young at 

heart. And don’t forget, that the next 
breeze that brushes past you, could be 
a Paxtey in a hurry!
Email: Jennifer.ralph@iCloud.com
Jenny Ralph

Great News from Local Author

Chamali, one of the 
main charaters in ‘Voices in the mist’ and 
‘The Revenge of Ogystone’
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Village News

Fancy some 
fundraising with food
for local good cause?
A new fund-raising idea for the Preston Commu-
nity Centre build project is launched this autumn 
in time for the winter evenings and next year’s 
predicted long hot summer!  
The idea is to organise and hold an evening dinner, 
mid-day lunch or BBQ in your home and invite 
existing or even new friends to enjoy the meal.  
Guests then make a donation to the value they 
think they might have paid in a restaurant 
(suggested min £20 per head). 
The money raised is passed on in support of the 
new Community Centre Fund. 
Friends should of course make their own arrange-
ments for drinks. 
The thinking behind this community initiative, 
in addition to raising much needed funds, is that 
village residents could use the opportunity to show 
off or practise their culinary skills, renew and 
reinforce friendships, meet new friends and feel 
they are contributing to the friendly spirit that our 
lovely village continues to enjoy. 
It should also raise awareness of this important 
project amongst a broader group of residents.
Preston Community Centre has £260k ring-fenced 
in a DDC fund ready to be used towards the pro-
ject. We need to raise at least a further £500k. 
It sounds an impossible goal but other villages 
have achieved so much, so why can’t we? 
This is one small fund-raising step amongst others 
that will get highlighted in the coming time. 
Money collected should be sent to the Treasurer 
- Karen Wright - and will be placed in the newly 
incorporated Charitable Organisation, a charity 
managed by the Preston Village Hall Management 
Committee. 
We want to keep bureaucracy to a minimum so no 
oversight intended – just self-manage and make it 
happen ENJOY!
Martin Ferber & Nicole Huggins

Letters to the Editors
We always welcome contributions of news, local issues and 

points of interest and would like to thank all who submit articles 
to Preston Parish Newsletter. All written content may be subject 

to alteration at the discretion of the editors. 
The views and opinions expressed in the newsletter do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editors or the publisher:
Preston & Elmstone Village Society

Deadline for the next edition of Preston Parish 
Newsletter is Friday 22nd November 2019

Please email all articles to: josie@vfast.co.uk

Upto Date News
Our newsletter comes out every three 

months. If you want to find what’s 
happening in our parish as well as up-to-

date Village Society and local news, check 
out our Facebook page. 

Don’t forget to ‘like’ us and share us with 
your Facebook friends. 

Our Facebook address is: 

prestonelmstonevillage

Terry’s Art Class

It’s been an incredible fun Summer session for our Art Class this year as 
we’ve worked through with lots of new materials and new styles and created 
some really good Abstract paintings too.
I’m feeling very proud of our achievements together. We are in our sixth 
year now and all the lovely members of the class tell me they aren’t bored 
yet! We’ve had some lovely trips out to ‘artistic places’ with more exciting 
excursions planned.
I’d especially like to send a message to three special ladies in our group, 
Genty,  Barb, & Irene. 
We’re all here for you, Get well soon. Love from all us.
The Art Class is at Preston Village Hall, every Monday.2.30-5pm. 
Terence

Front Page Photo
We ran a little competition on Facebook, inviting you to send in your local 
photos. We had some great entries and thank you to everyone who shared 
their snaps with the community. The Winning photo was taken by Kaylan 
Reynolds, who took a photo of her son eating a brussel sprout on the way 
back from the farm shop. We will hold the photo competition four times a 
year on Facebook and hope you to use one of the entries for each edition 
of this newsletter. So when you are out and about, don’t forget to take your 
phone or camera and capture a special moment, scene of the countryside 
or local event.
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Community News
Country Walk 
22 September 
2pm Start from 
Preston Village Hall
Dear Everyone
We are organising a circular Community Walk 
along footpaths through the orchards,  wood-
lands and fields to raise funds for the Preston 
Village Hall Renovation Fund (Charity Number 
8112792). 
There will be a quiz to test your local and coun-
tryside knowledge and a lovely tea served with 
freshly baked cakes and biscuits on our return to 
the village hall.
Our aim is promote inclusion, so everyone is 
welcome to join us just  for the tea or to join us 
for the last stages of the walk from Elmstone. The 
planned walk is just over 4.5 miles and will take 
between 1.5 to 2 hours depending on how fast you 
walk. Dogs are welcome but please keep them on 
a lead throughout the walk and clear up effectively 
after them.
Our suggested donation for the walk and tea is 
£5 but all contributions are, of course, welcome. 
Please email, phone or speak to us if you intend to 
join in so that we can ensure we are able to bake 
enough cakes for everyone for the tea. Donations 
of cakes will be gratefully received. 
We look forward to hearing from you to say you 
will join us at the Village Hall on 22 September ei-
ther at 2pm to take part in the walk or at  3:30pm 
for the tea. Please contact us on 
email: prestoncountrywalk2019@gmail.com
Ellie and Jan

Preston Cricket Club
We ran a competition at Preston Primary 
School to design our new club badge. This 
was won by Daisy Rayner from Class 1 with 
her brilliant entry and we have since gener-
ated a design based on her creation that will 
now be used. 
We held a kids Kwik cricket afternoon which 

was really well attended, as well as a brilliant social evening which had a 
great mix of young and old who played cricket and socialised.  
On Sunday 11th August we held our first club trials, we had over 35 people 
attend (including kids) and was a great start to encouraging club member-
ship.  
We hope to get a senior side playing before too long. If you want to find 
out what’s going on and further information about Preston Cricket Club 
we have launched a Facebook page and also a club website, just search for; 
www.preston-elmstonecricket.co.uk
Work has started on preparing the cricket square but we need equipment. 
Anyone willing to donate second-hand ground equipment it would be 
gratefully received. We are looking into the provision of changing rooms/
new pavilion and also training facilities such as two permanent nets. Our 
long term aim is to have senior cricket, women’s cricket, a colts section and 
over 60’s. Any new players will be warmly welcomed. 
We are also in need of volunteers to assist in the running of the club, specifi-
cally around arranging social events.  Anyone interested please contact Jim 
Cook on 07718155715 or j.cook@preston-elmstonecricket.co.uk
Apart from the end of season event on 8th September, we don’t have any set 
dates for Sept-Dec but any events will be advertised locally, on the website 
and Facebook page so please follow the page for updates.
Guy Bourner

Preston Primary School 
Summer Fete
 
We asked for the weather to be kind to us for Preston Primary School sum-
mer fête and it did its best. Sunday 16th June 2019 turned out to be a mostly 
dry day, but the winds were ever present. This however did not stop the day 
from being the success that it always is.
Preparations began early with setting up starting at 6.30am.  By 12.00pm we 
were ready for the Fête to be opened by Mrs Clements (Head of School).
 With the games zone, plants, tombola, cakes, face painting, bouncy castle 
and beer tent, to name some of the stalls, there really was something for 
everyone.  Phases Dance and Fitness studio returned again this year with a 
static trapeze performance to wow us all.  
It was lovely to see so many local residents and parents with their families, 
coming to support the school.  We raised over £5000 which is a staggering 
amount for such a small village school with just 130 pupils.  
The money as ever will be spent enhancing the children’s education and 
goes towards things such as school trips, equipment and extra activities for 
the pupils.
We couldn’t make Preston Primary School Fête the success it is without the 
help and support from the local community.  So a big thank you to the local 
businesses and individuals, who gave raffle prizes, brought raffle tickets or 
came along on the day.
We would also like to thank those who are now moving on from the school, 
for all of their help and support over their time at Preston Primary School. It 
goes without saying that they will be truly missed. We now look forward to 
welcoming a new wave of parents in September.
Max

Verge Revival
You may have noticed that the grass verges at both 
entrances to the village as well as the islands at the 
top of Longmete Road and the Forstal have been 
looking a bit tidier of late?  
The Village Society has employed Toni the gar-
dener (Contact: 07810 286 300) to strim these 
areas every two weeks because they were be-
coming a tad neglected,  overgrown and visually 
unattractive.  
Some areas of the village are very well tended 
by local residents and volunteers, and credit to 
Andy who does an amazing job keeping the grass 
well-tended at the top of Grove Road.  
Also, to Anne, Tommy and Basma for watering 
the hanging flower baskets on the bus stop and for 
mowing the green.
Thank you to the many local residents who con-
tribute to making our village look lovely.
Josie
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Community News

Adaptive Yoga 
Bringing the benefits of yoga
to everybody
For those that don’t know me - I’m Basma, an ex-Physiotherapist 
now working in Preston as a Natural Health Practitioner and Yoga 
Teacher.  I currently teach twice weekly at the village hall and am 
starting a new class after being asked for a more gentle, accessible 
session. The new class will be held at Preston village hall on Thurs-
day’s, 11-12, term time only.  The class will include movement, 
breathing exercises and relaxation.  Any physical limitations will be 
taken into consideration and each student will work at their own 
level. Who am I expecting to see in class?  Anyone who feels they 
could do with more movement in their lives - if you’re feeling the 
aches of arthritis, have a stiff back or neck, an injury that means 
you’re not getting as much exercise as you’d like, or even if you’re 
wheelchair bound - this class is for you.  I have a few men already 
interested, so don’t be put off coming if you’re a man!
I hope to be able to make yoga accessible to the whole commu-
nity - so if you’re interested, please message me on 07736 926757 
/ basma@simplytherapies.co.uk.  The first class is Thursday 12th 
September, 11am and the fee for the session is £6.

Following a re-launch in the Autumn of last year, the Gardeners 
Society has enjoyed a successful year with an increase in member-
ship and an interesting programme of speakers and events during 
the year.   
The ‘Spring Show’ in April and the ‘Sweet Pea & Rose Show’ in 
June were both very well supported by members and non-mem-
bers although it would have been great to see more support from 
local residents coming to view the good array of exhibits and 
enjoy a cup of tea with home made cakes.
Members enjoyed a lovely visit in June to the Old Bladbean Stud 
gardens where they were shown round by the owner, Carol Bruce, 
and were treated to some excellent refreshments afterwards.   
Packets of seeds were also on offer for a very reasonable price.

Gardeners Society

Running club
Some of you may have seen us stride past you on your Mon-
day evening dog walk and thought ‘I wish I could do that’. 
Well, you can. 
If you haven’t ran before that’s okay, in our club we really do 
have a range of fitness levels and speeds. 
We don’t all run together so there will always be somebody 
you can run with. We run between 2 and 3.5 miles which is a 
real achievement and not as hard as you may think? 
Over the last 6 months the club has ran [pun intended], we 
have seen some really beautiful changes of the seasons from 
our monthly changing routes.  
Come and join us at 6:30pm every Monday at the Communi-
ty Centre. 
Contact Nicole for more information: 
nicolecolahuggins@hotmail.co.uk

Gardeners Society The next meeting on Tuesday 10 September is the Annual 
General Meeting.   Meetings are held at Preston Village Hall 
on the second Tuesday evening of each month commenc-
ing at 7.45 pm.   A programme of speakers and events for 
2019/2020 is currently being arranged and membership 
programmes will be available in due course.
The Annual Autumn Show will be held on Saturday 14 Sep-
tember and is open to members and non-members.   Staging 
to be held from 8.00 – 10.00 am and the show will be open 
to the public 
between 2.00 and 
4.00 pm.   Show 
schedules are now 
available from the 
Village Shop.
Chris Anderson – 
Acting Chair

Entries on display at the Spring Show
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Community News

The Friends of 
Elmstone and Preston 
Churches
OPEN AFTERNOON, ST. MILDRED’S
Our Open Afternoon at St. Mildred’s in June was well 
supported by many visitors from Preston and the 
surrounding area.  The cream teas, flowers and art in 
the Church, as well as the stalls along the path, were all 
enjoyed.  We would like to thank everyone who helped 
with the event in any way and all those who came. £323 
has been made for Church funds.
OPEN AFTERNOON, ELMSTONE CHURCH 
We will report on the August event in the next issue.
ELMSTONE VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR
The next Elmstone Village Happy Hour at Elmstone 
Church will be on 
Friday 6 September, from 6.30 - 7.30.  Everyone is wel-
come to this informal, social event which is proving very 
popular.  Do come and join us.
HARVEST  CELEBRATION 
BRING AND SHARE LUNCH AT SHATTERLING 
BARN
The Friends would like to invite Parishioners from 
Elmstone, Preston and Stourmouth, and their families 
and friends, to this event on Sunday 22 September from 
12.30 - 2.30.  Lists are available in Church for names of 
those wishing to come, and to sign up with offers of food 
to be brought.   We need to have an idea of numbers 
intending to come in order to plan the catering.
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL, ST. MILDRED’S 
This will be held on Saturday 7 December.   Letters will 
be going out shortly, inviting local organisations and 
businesses to participate.  Please make a note of the date.

News from the Belfry
It’s been another busy wedding season with five wed-
dings in June alone. By the time you read this we should 
have rung for eleven weddings with just one more in 
September bringing our total to twelve. 
Wingham’s bells are back in action so we’re back to ring-
ing there on Sundays but alternating with Preston, so it’s 
the 1st and 3rd Sunday at Wingham and the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday at Preston. 
We’ve organised ringers for a wedding at Wingham 
although none of us could actually ring for it, and they 
have two more weddings coming up that we’ll organise 
ringers for and hopefully some of us can ring for it as 
well. Our ‘have a go’ session at the last Church Open 
Day proved quite popular again though we didn’t gain 
any ringers as a result. However, Kathleen has joined us 
as a new ringer and is progressing well so hopefully our 
ringing strength will soon be up to six.
Just a reminder that practice nights are 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month (every Tuesday for beginners) 
just give me a call on 01227 668777, you know you want 
to! Brian

Preston W Elmstone & 
Stourmouth WI
The members of Preston w Elmstone & Stourmouth WI have had a fab-
ulous summer.  On the 3rd July 11 members visited Mig Kimpton’s gar-
den at Mongeham.  Mig moved to Kent about 3 years ago having worked 
in the theatre industry in London for many years, he is also a renowned 
flower arranger.  It was a warm summer’s afternoon when we arrived at 
his house, he showed us around his very large garden (his aim is to grow 
all his own flowers for his flower arrangements). Mig then took us to his 
studio and demonstrated three flower arrangements all in different styles 
and colours followed by a delicious afternoon tea served in the garden.  
He had made all his own cake and scones.  Whilst we were enjoying the 
tea Mig came around with raffle tickets although we were all ready to 
purchase a ticket, Mig said the ticket was free and 3 lucky members went 
home with beautiful arrangements. On Monday 22nd July we attended 
the East Kent Federation centenary garden party at St Edmunds School 
Canterbury.  We all dressed up in our posh frocks and hats and looking 
very glamorous.  There were more than 400 members from all across 
East Kent attending this celebration.  Members tried out line dancing 
and Tai Chi and an exhibition of work from the many WI craft guilds 
was on show in the old gymnasium.  WI’s had been invited earlier to  

enter a competition 
to produce a scare-
crow or an apron 
using recyclable 
materials.  Michelle 
Smith made an 
apron and to our 
surprise we won 
the competition 
and was presented 
with a centenary 
mug. Afternoon 
tea was served in 
a marquee by mem-
bers of the school’s 
catering team.
On the 10th August 
we had planned 
a garden party in 
Diane and Bill’s 
garden,due to the 
windy weather 
conditions it turned 
into a house party.  
We all fitted nicely 

into their house and members brought along a plate of food for the 
buffet table.  There was a varied selection of sandwiches, sausage rolls, 
quiche, scone and cream and plenty of cake.  It was a lovely sociable af-
ternoon with time to chat and enjoy each other’s company.  A big thank  
you to Diane and Bill for letting us use their home for this occasion. On 
Wednesday 11th September our guest speaker is Prue Anderton who 
is no stranger to us, as she has visited us several time and offers a wide 
range of subjects.  The subject of her talk this time is ‘Pilgrimage to Ar-
diano’. Our October meeting on Wednesday 9th is going to be an open 
meeting everybody is welcome to come and hear Dr Nikki Gammans 
talk about the plight of the bumble bee.  The meeting will start at 8pm 
in Preston Village Hall, Mill Lane.  Put the date in your diary if you are 
interested in coming along.
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Community News

The triangular meadow in front of Elmstone 
church that local farmers A.C. Goatham & 
Son have kindly offered for village green use 
has a new maintenance regime in place this 
year. It was felt that regular close mowing 
could be replaced by a lighter touch that 
allows wild flowers and grasses to seed that 
would increase the opportunities for butter-
flies and other invertebrates - and also save 
some tractor diesel!
It was decided to mow the higher ground 
where the tables are, plus footpath strip as be-
fore but allow the lower moister part to grow 
out and perhaps be cut in the late summer. 
The results are fairly encouraging.  So far we 
have counted 8 or 9 species of grasses flow-
ering and there  are good selection of sorrels 
and buttercups in the lower part – indicators 
of moist ground – plus  plenty of the regular 
wild flowers on the margins such as the red 
campions (pictured). The only tweaking that 
has been done is some suppression of the 
broad leaved docks and stinging nettles and 
removal of grass around the base of the trees.
The planted trees are all doing well, they in-
clude two English oaks, a black pine in corner 
by the church, a Ginkgo, silver weeping lime 
and a Swamp Cypress at the lowest point. The 
Swamp Cypress is a type of deciduous conifer 
with feathery light green leaves that turn cop-
pery brown in the autumn before falling. 

Church Meadow
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Local History

Kent has always been a good county for mills, both the water and 
wind variety.  In the 19th century there were 1200 watermills and 
over 6000 windmills in the county. 
Kent’s large coastline in relation to its size probably accounts for the 
number windmills, especially in east Kent and Thanet where grain 
crops were, and still are, widely grown.  
Many were built or re-built in the 18th century when the technol-
ogies of the Industrial Revolution increased the efficiency of the 
gearing and machinery.
Preston’s mill in Mill Lane, a couple of hundred yards down from the 
school towards Elmstone was built in 1778 on what was presumably 
a nice windy spot and operated for around 150 years. 
It was owned by a Mr Dunn before the First World War and appears 
in this postcard entitled ‘Dunns Mill, Preston’ from that period. 
The photo (top) was taken from what is now the allotments and Mill 
Lane is seen to the right below the bank. 
Facing us is Mill Cottage and Mill House occupied by workers and 
owner of the mill. 
It was a smock mill meaning that the octagonal timber clad tower on 
a brick base was fixed and the cap that housed the sails, or sweeps, 
and fantail, rotated to face the wind.  
The action would operate the mill stones situated about halfway up 
the tower as well as a winch that would haul the sacks of grain up to 
the hoppers above the stones.
It operated like this until 1916 when it was critically damaged in a 
gale that reversed the head and caused the sails to rotate backwards, 
disastrous for a windmill, and the gearing was wrecked. 
From then up until the late 1930s just the smock survived but it still 
operated as a mill with the stones powered by a diesel engine.  
It was later owned by a company called Chittys who were based in 
Dover and supplied flour to local bakeries including Bill Dennet’s 
bakery at Myrtle House nearby.

Mills in Preston
By Tim Offord

This photo show the mill looking from the road probably in the 
early 1950s and later it’s demolition in 1959.

In this photo of 1986 the site was a smallholding and all that 
remains is the octagonal brick base. Today this is used as an office 
for Preston Engineering and the mill stones can now be seen 
beside the road at the lower entrance.
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Local History

After a long and tortuous two year search, 
we were so excited to finally be moving 
to our new ‘forever home’ in Preston, in 
August 2009. The process of moving is 
stressful at the best of times and the pros-
pect of moving with three children under 
five to a place where we knew no one, had 
no previous links and was more than half 
an hour’s drive from any friends or family 
was a leap of faith to say the least! Had we 
made the right decision to move out to a 
little village, where would we shop, get the 
car fixed or even get a doctor’s appoint-
ment?
All these worries soon evaporated as we 
gently settled into village life. The local vil-
lage shop provided all the necessary daily 
provisions and we were spoilt for choice 
with good farm shops, local butchers, pub, 
garden centre and riding school.
One really positive aspect that has affected 
our life is the local community. I have 
been involved in many committees, clubs 
and groups over the last decade and I can 
honestly say it has enriched our family life. 
We are fortunate to have made many good 
friends and have some really wonderful 
memories of helping out and going to 
events.
Living in a town, you sort of get lost in 
the white noise of life, everyone is busy, 
too busy to even know their neighbours 
or care about what is going on outside 
their front door. In a small village I think 
it is easier to get to know people and I still 
remember how happy I felt when someone 
said hi and started talking to me when I 
was out walking the dog.
The immediate reward for moving here 
was moving away from the bustle and 
stress of a busy town. Here, things are 
more relaxed, people seem content, they 
smile more and oh how polite the motor-
ists are when they let you out(they could 
still slow down though!). In the lovely 
countryside breath-taking sunsets and sun 
rises greet you, there are uninterrupted 
views and walks, the open space to breathe 
and watch the seasons turn. 
It is still a delightful walk down Longmete 
Road to Elmstone with the shade from the 
hedges and trees along by the little brook. 
Elmstone has remained largely unchanged 
if not improved, with the re-landscaping 
of the pond and dykes a few years ago and 
the field opposite Elmstone Church has 
flourished under the care of local resi-
dents. 
Sadly, many of the beautiful fruit orchards 
that surrounded the village have disap-

peared – noticeably the field behind the 
village shop. It was a delightful stroll to the 
shop through the apple blossom and the 
peace, beauty and tranquillity fed the soul.
When we first experienced the Steam 
Rally - having lived in Faversham we had 
never heard of this event - we were quite 
shocked at its size with all the invading 
visitors and traffic as well as the number 
of caravans for the fun fair. Alas this no 
longer runs, also Preston Pre-school  and 
Junior  Church were going strong and the 
Friday night Youth Club was a hit for the 
youngsters too, regular Whist Drives at the 
Village Hall (and it was called the Village 
Hall then) now all sadly closed but fondly 
remembered by many.
Life moves on and the biggest change to 
the village since we moved here ten years 
ago has been the building of the houses at 
Grove Road. This caused uproar when first 
put to the community and was the centre 
of many heated debates and strong feelings 
of despair that our small little village could 
potentially be ruined if the development 
went ahead? However, the same strength 
of feeling was directed at Salvatori who ran 
a depot in Grove Road and their lorries 
constantly thundered through the village 
and shook all the houses fronting The 
Street. Salvatori sold the land to be able to 
move out of the village – the deal was - get 
rid of the lorries but you get the houses!
So now the dust has settled, the lorries are 
gone, the houses are built and the effect 
on the village? My personal feeling is that 
it is a reasonable trade off, many lovely 
people have moved here in the last two 
years and I expect they shared many of the 
same feelings my family felt when we first 
relocated to Preston. The new influx of 
residents has lifted the community, saving 
many clubs/committees from dying out. 
New organisations are starting and surely 
this is good news for village life? 
Ten years on and we now have two fully 
fledged teenagers and all the joy that 
brings with it. The youngest is about to 
start secondary school in September and 
as adulthood beckons, it is rewarding as 
parents to see them happy, healthy and full 
of life. They have spent their childhood 
living in this little village and I think have 
greatly benefited from the beautiful envi-
ronment and sense of caring that a close 
knit community offers.  My final thought 
is, we made the right decision moving here 
and god willing, we look forward to the 
next decade living in Preston.
Josie

A Decade in Preston Smuggling in 
East Kent
Peter Ewart, a local historian, gave a 
fascinating talk on the history of smug-
gling a few weeks ago in All Saints 
church, West Stourmouth. 
In this particular area smuggling was 
rife. A farm labourer could earn a 
week’s wages in one night. 
The whole population was involved 
and local Magistrates would not con-
vict anybody brought before them on 
smuggling charges as they were also 
involved. The most notorious gang of 
smugglers were the Hawkhurst gang 
led by Arthur Gray. 
On one particular occasion they were 
involved with the Wingham gang. In 
April 1746 the two gangs worked to-
gether, the plan was to unload 20 tons 
of tea from two Cutters coming from 
France. 
It was said that 350 horses were to be 
used in the operation. Unfortunately 
one of the Cutters was captured in the 
Channel and taken into Margate so 9 ½ 
tons were lost.
The agreement between the two gangs 
was that no one would leave until they 
were all ready, but as the final horse 
was loaded, the Wingham men took off 
with the 11 ½ tons of tea, leaving those 
loyal to Hawkhurst with nothing.
Unsurprisingly, Gray’s men were none 
too impressed by this and very quickly 
got organised.
The following morning 92 men armed 
with pistols and broadswords descend-
ed on Wingham and a fight started. 
This fight covered the whole of the 
village, and it was so bad that Villag-
ers not part of the gangs stood on the 
roads outside, warning travellers away 
from the place lest they be dragged into 
the fight.
Each captured man was made to give 
up their horse with the goods on it, 
and sit down like a captured prisoner 
of war. 
In the end , forty fully laden horses 
were captured by the Hawkhurst men 
and the Wingham gang was demol-
ished. By the end of the fight it was 
reckoned that they were too fearful 
to turn the Hawkhurst men into the 
Customs. 
At the end of battle only seven men 
were wounded, two gravely.
Trevor Allison



10

Parish Council

The Parish Council hold their meetings 
on the 1st Wednesday of every month 
(except August) at 7.30pm in the Vil-
lage Hall. All are welcome to attend, the 
meeting starts with a fifteen-minute time 
allowance for parishioners to contribute 
with information, ideas they would like 
to see happen in the Village or to raise 
any concerns that they feel the Parish 
Council should be aware of. 

Since the last Newsletter: 
Unfortunately, John Richardson has 
resigned from the Parish Council since 
being elected in May. The Parish Council 
have advertised the vacancy on the notice 
board as required. 
As requested by residents a concrete 
out-door table tennis table has been 

purchased by the Parish Council and 
installed near the play area (see iamge 
above). Table tennis club may see an 
increase in membership and performance 
with practice available 24/7!!

The Parish Council continue to try and 
improve road safety through the Vil-
lage and now have a HIP (Highways 
Improvement Plan) to work through 
with Highways. Members met with 
Kelly Garret from Kent County Council 
Highways and KCC Cllr Susan Chandler 
to discuss the possible solutions. The pro-
cess will undoubtedly be a lengthy one as 
any changes to the highways have to be 
assessed and approved. Most of the pro-
posals will then have to be paid for by the 
Parish Council, grants and other sources 

of funding will be researched to assist. 
Quinn Estates are still working with the 
Parish Council to finalise the Virtual 
Walkway and build out, their representa-
tive Richard Blackwell attended the meet-
ing with offering a number solutions/
suggestions to make the walkway more 
defined, Richard indicated Quinn’s would 
be happy to install if Highways authorise 
the proposals.

 Parish Councillors

 Ollie Chapman          721162   Jill Matthews         722518
 Jude Lawson         722184   Trevor Bradley         721015
 Liz Scott         722282         John Duff     07779 602185 

Clerk to the Parish: 
Jean Swan 
Tel: 
01304 842908           
Email: 
prestonparishclerk@outlook.com

Parish Council 
Meetings 

are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month

at 7.30pm in the Preston Village 
Hall and are open to the public 

to attend.

Preston Village Hall News

New Beginnings for our 
Village Hall?
Preston Village Hall (CIO) is up and running.  We  have set up a 
new bank account and the title to the current building and land 
has been transferred to the new charity. 
We hope to be in a position to apply for outline planning permis-
sion before Christmas or at least in the early Spring. The plans 
we showed you at the Parish Meeting will need to be modified 
by adding up-to-date changing room facilities, which meet the 
requirements for all team sports. The revival of the Preston & 
Elmstone Cricket Club and the possibility of league matches, both 
home and away,  makes it justifiable to include these facilities in 
Phase 1 of the rebuild. Once we have these facilities, I have no 
doubt that other team sports will want to return to the village. Fundraising thermometer on the side of Preston Village Hall
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Preston Village Hall News

Fund raising thermometer  
(See photo at bottom of facing page)
Colin and Trevor have put up a poster to show where we are 
with the current fund raising needed for the new build. We’ve a 
long way to go! The business plan is coming along. We hope to 
soon be in a position to start applying for funding from various 
sources. We need you to support us by attending events and 
giving us constructive feedback. 

New Community Events
The next Family Rounders Afternoon was scheduled for 8th 
September but has unfortunately been cancelled. Both the 
afternoons held so far have been great fun. Last time, fielding 
was key;  Karen and Susan (on opposing teams) proved to be 
excellent backstops preventing many opponents from reaching 
first base. Running and laughing at the same time is not easy!! 
We hope to see you on the Recreation Ground and then after-
wards for a cup of tea and cake in the hall (donations to the 
Renovation Fund).

Fund-raising events
Pop up café pops up monthly on the second Saturday in the 
month between 10am and 12pm.  The next one is on October 
12th.  It’s a great opportunity to meet other villagers and find 
out what is going on. All profits to the Renovation Fund.

Raffle 
This year we thought we would hold a larger raffle and draw 
it at the Christmas Fair.  Jim and Sharon have amassed a great 
collection of prizes, including vouchers from our local business-
es, membership to some of the clubs, whisky from the House 
of Commons and a first prize of £100. When the tickets are 
printed, please buy them, sell them to your friends and relations 
and return the stubs as written on the tickets by the draw day of 
23rd November.
If you would like to donate a prize for the raffle, please contact 
me at (01227722518 or email jmvillagehall@gmail.com). 

Look out for posters 
advertising VH events
Country Walk with Tea and Cake on 22nd September. 
Bangers, Beans and Bingo 12th October 
The Annual Village Quiz on 9th November, 
The Christmas Fair with stalls on  23rd November 

Volunteers needed 
I would dearly love to clear out the old toys and books from the 
pre-school cupboard. Some things are still usable but a lot needs 
to just go. 
Please ring me if you would like to give a morning or afternoon 
to help me do this and I will fix a time when we can get togeth-
er.... many hands make light work!! 
Call Jill on 01227722518 or email: jmvillagehall@gmail.com

What’s on?
So far September and October  look really busy with something 
going on in the hall on most days. Remember to check the pres-
toncommunitycentrekent.com  website for information.

Weekly Classes
There are now day-time classes on most days. 

• Terry’s Painting Class is every Monday afternoon 2:00  
 – 4:30 pm. 
• Basma’s yoga group:  two sessions, Tuesday evenings at  
 6:30 – 7:30pm and Thursday mornings 9:30 – 10:45am. 
• Tai Chi and Qi Gong is with Dominic on Wednesday   
 mornings 9:30 – 10:30am.  
• Pilates is on Thursday evenings with Claire 6:00 – 7:pm
• Chair-based exercise is on Friday mornings 9:30 –   
 10:30 am with Jan and Jen 
• Finally, for the more energetic, Jo’s popular Zumba   
 class is on Wednesdays 5:45 – 6:45pm. 
• A new yoga class has also started on Tuesday mornings  
 between 9:30 – 11:00am with Roy.

Weekly Clubs
All our clubs will welcome new members.
Short Mat Bowls Club meets every Monday 7:30 – 9:00pm.
Darts Club meet every Fridays 2:00 – 3:00pm
Remote Control Cars meet on alternate Sundays 11:00 am – 
5:00pm

Table tennis Club
We  have 3 table tennis tables.  Fridays between 7:30 and 9pm. 
All standards welcome: handicaps allocated

Monthly Clubs
Gardening Club meets on the second Tuesday in the month 
from 7:45 – 9:00pm. 
Their next meeting and AGM is on 10th September in the 
Community Centre.  At this meeting we will be discussing the 
programme for the year ahead including preparations for our 
Autumn Show on Saturday 14th September. Schedules are avail-
able in the Village Stores.  Your entries are very welcome.
There is a competition at each meeting for the “Flower of the 
Month”, for “Something you have made or grown”, and for a 
“Pot Plant”. 
Membership (from 1 April to  31 March) is £10 a year for 
individuals or £15 for a family. This is reduced to £5 (individ-
ual) or £7.50 (family) if you want to join this month.  Monthly 
meetings have a £2.00 attendance fee; this covers any speakers, 
seeds and plants shared with members, tea and biscuits and, of 
course, the hire of the hall. 
Please contact Chris and Liz (01227905886)  if you want to 
come along and join the club. 

WI meets on the second Wednesday in the month between 7:00 
– 9:00pm. 

Lettings
If you wish to hire the village hall 

please contact our 
Bookings Secretary: Kath Marsden  

Tel: 07810 871286 or  
email: kathmarsden44@gmail.com
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Events

Registered Charity 302819 

 

BBAANNGGEERRSS  &&              
  
    

 
Fund-raising event in aid of the Renovation Fund    

at 

         PRESTON 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 
  

SATURDAY 12th  OCTOBER 
£5 per adult £3 per child  

(includes delicious meal – just bring your own drinks & glass)   
 

Tickets from the Village Shop  
 

CASH PRIZES plus RAFFLE 
 
 

Doors open 6.30 EYES DOWN 7.00 
Contact:  Jane on 07562 014623 for more info. 

 
 

COUNTRY WALK
WITH TEA & CAKE

Start at Preston Community Centre
at 2pm on

Sunday 22nd September 2019

Walk the footpaths of
Preston and Elmstone

followed by tea and cake at 
Preston Community Centre

Suggested donation £5 per person

For more information 
contact Ellie and Jan 

prestoncountrywalk2019@gmail.com

IN AID OF PRESTON VILLAGE HALL RENOVATION
FUND (CHARITY NO. 118792)

Village litter pick
Saturday 28th September
We rely on volunteers to help keep our village litter free and 
would therefore like to invite you join our bi-annual litter pick 
on Saturday 28th September, meeting at the Village Hall car park 
at 10.30am. Gloves, pickers and rubbish bags provided. This 
community event has a real impact on maintaining our lovely 
village and as we all enjoy the village, why not join in and help 
keep it tidy?
Please don’t just leave it to other people to keep our village litter 
free, come on, join in! Everyone is welcome, family groups and 
supervised children too.
Josie

Cricket Club 
End Of Season Social Event

Hosted by 
Preston & Elmstone Cricket Club

Sunday 8th September
12 to 2pm

Preston Village Hall
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Events

Halloween
PartySat 26th Oct
Free Entry

Preston Community Centre

6 . 30-8 . 30pm - Everyone Welcome

Party Games
Apple Bobbing

Find the Eyeballs
Musical Scary Statues
Bumps-in-the-night

Unlucky Dip

Fancy Dress
under 6
under 14
over 14

Prizes for

Come and warm up af te r Trick or Treating 
with Hot Potatoes & Beans and Spooky Halloween Games

Sponsored by Preston & Elmstone Village Society

On Saturday 26th October, the Village Society invite you to come 
along to a FREE Halloween party at Preston Village Hall from 
6.30pm. 
We welcome all witches, wolves and scary monsters come to 
come to the party. We had a great time at this event last year and 
hope you will join us again for a night of spooky fun and fro-
licks?
There will be a few Halloween themed games for children and the 
young at heart to join in with, a licensed bar, hot jacket potatoes 
and fiercely fought fancy dress competition. There will also be 
apple bobbing, unlucky dip, and search for the eyeballs, scary 
musical statues and bumps in the night. 
This is  a party for village friends and families to come to gether 
and have some fun. It is run no-for profit and we look forward to 
seeing yoooouuuuuu.

Pumpkin Carving 
Champion 2019
Who will win the prize of being the 2019 Pumpkin Carving 
Champion this year and can Preston hold onto the trophy? 
Although this competition is just for fun, it is a fiercely fought 
competition between Preston and Elmstone and the only time we 
do battle. Once a year we get to decide who’s best and then when 
it’s over, we’re best friends again?
The dreadful judges will fly in on their broomsticks and decide 

Halloween 

who is ‘The Champion’ and if you wish to take part, please 
leave your carved and/or decorated pumpkin out on your 
doorstep by 5.30pm on October 31st. 
We are adding a new category of ‘Best Decorated House’ this 
year as so many of you went beyond just carving a pumpkin 
in last years competition. There are full bragging rights for our 
winners and runners up and the Silver cup goes to the overall 
winner to keep for a year, until we prize it from their tight grip 
for next year’s competition. Good luck everyone.
We love the Halloween high jinks but please remember that 
not everyone likes to join in. We would politely request that 
those households without any Halloween decorations on dis-
play are left alone by trick-or treaters. Thank you.

A fine display of young local witches, wizards and wolves from last 
year’s Halloween party.
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all aspects of home maintenance
undertaken inside and out

Small jobs no problem, reasonable & reliable,
FREE estimates and Senior Citizen discount

Call Chris on 07742 708000 anytime

Putright
Property Maintenance

Farthings, The Forstal, Preston, Kent. CT3 1DR
Email: chrispgibbons@yahoo.co.uk

Painting & Decorating - Pointing & Brickwork Repairs
Guttering Cleaning & Repairs - Tiled & Flat Roofing Repairs
All Types of Fencing & Repairs - Roof & Driveway Cleaning

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tiling - Laminate Flooring - Floor Sanding

Investments & Savings
Retirement Planning
IHT & Succession Planning
Pension Sharing on Divorce
Family Protection
Overall Holistic Advice

Wright & Shadwell
FINANCIAL MANAGMENT

For personal and business financial advice
contact: Karen Wright on 01227 722922
0r Email: info@wrightshadwell.co.uk

The Heathers, Elmstone, Preston,
Nr Canterbury, Kent. CT3 1HH

Preston Garden Centre
NOW OPEN

COPPERS
BISTRO
Breakfast served to
11.30am everyday

Pop in and try our delicious
food, freshly prepared
to order by our chef

The Street, Preston. CT3 1ED
01227 722250

www.prestonnursery.co.uk

Open to 5pm Mon - Sat
Sunday menu to 3pm

XXBruges Tree Surgery & garden servicesBruges Tree Surgery & garden services

XXLogs supplied with free local deliveryLogs supplied with free local delivery

Call Mike or Emma: 07890 712638 or 01304 813987

    Crown lifting    Pollarding    Dead wooding    Felling (complete removal)     Stump grinding
    Crown reduction & thinning     Logs and wood-chip supplied     Fully insured

www.brugesgardenservices.co.uk

100 Club 
Local monthly prize draw run by the 

Village Society to raise funds for 
community projects.  

1st Prize £25, 2nd Prize £10
July winners

1St 44 : Hubert
2nd 77: J MacDonald

Congratulations to the winners
New 100 Club Draw starts in autumn so don’t forget to 

register your new numbers with Mitzie 
Tel: 07742 770978 or 

Email: mits404@hotmail.com 
Thank you for your support

Park Farm Riding School Summer 2019
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GUILTON FORGE GARAGE
(Ash Ltd)

For all your servicing, MOT’s and vehicle repairs

01304 812630
www.guiltonforge.co.uk

Ash, Canterbury, Kent. CT3 2HR

Friendly & reliable family run business
FREE pick up & delivery service

MOT Testing
Servicing to all makes and models

Vehicle diagnostics
FREE estimates and advice

Accident damage and body repairs
Courtesy car available

River Chimney Sweep
Insurance approved certi�cate issued with every sweep

Other services include:
Stove installation, servicing and repairs

Chimney liners & chimney repointing
Bird Cowls

Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081

Mob: 07971 699220

Registered
OFTEC
Stove 

Installer

www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk

See our Facebook page for weekly shopping deals

Mon - Fri    6.30am - 7pm
Saturday    7am - 6pm
Sunday    9am - 1pm

Opening Times

Seasonal Local Produce 
Fruit & Veg, Honey, Simply Ice-cream,

Lisa’s Pantry, Wilmshurst & Sons Bakery  

The Street, Preston, Kent. CT3 1DY   Tel: 01227 722300
www.facebook.com/prestonvillagestores

Jodie’s Autumn Recipe
Blackberry Flapjacks
A taste of autumn...
Although I can’t believe it, autumn is here and all the leaves will 
be brown… and the blackberry bushes are already heaving. 
My nieces and I had a lovely afternoon picking and tasting. 
However, having eaten more than they picked, I was left with not 
quite enough fruit for the usual Jams or crumbles. 
I found this recipe lurking in a pile of old cuttings and, now 
having had the pleasure of trying and testing this recipe, I thought 
I would share this; it’s a perfect way of enjoying a handful of fruit 
(over or under ripe berries are both suitable).

You will need:
225g Demerara sugar
225g butter (or dairy free spread for vegans)
275g porridge oats
2 tbsp of honey OR golden syrup OR Agave nectar 
A punnet or large handful of blackberries
( you can also add seeds, such as pumpkin seeds) to the mix to 
add extra crunch) 

Preheat your oven to 160°C, and grease/line a small square tin
Slowly melt the butter with the honey and sugar in a large sauce-
pan over a medium heat, stirring as it melts.
Add the oats and stir well to mix
Pour half the mixture into the tin and press down using the back 
of a spoon. 
Sprinkle the blackberries over and then add the rest of the mix.
Cook in the oven for 30 minutes and then allow to cool. 
Enjoy! 
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What’s on this Autumn?

Wishing everyone an awesome autumn. 
From all your friends in the 

Preston & Elmstone Village Society

The winter edition of Preston Parish Newsletter
will  be available from the first week of December 2019

Preston & Elmstone
VILLAGE SOCIETY

2008 - 2019

Fri 6   Happy Hour, 6.30pm Elmstone Church
Sun 8  Cricket Club Social 12 – 2pm @ PVH
Tue 10  Gardeners Society meeting & AGM, 7.45 @ PVH
Thur 12 !!!NEW!!! Adaptive Yoga with Basma, 11am PVH
Fri 13  Live Music @ Half Moon & Seven Stars
Sun 14  Autumn Show, Gardeners Club, PVH public entry 2-4pm
Sun 22   Country Walk with Tea and Cake, meet at 2pm PHV 
  Harvest Celebration at Shatterling Barn, 12.30 – 2.30pm
  Friends of Elmstone  and Preston Churches
Sat 28 Autumn Litter Pick, meet 10.30am PVH

 Fri 4  Happy Hour, 6.30pm Elmstone Church
Wed 9 WI open meeting, 8pm, PVH
Sat 12 Bangers, Beans and Bingo, 6.30pm  PVH
  Pop up café @ PVH
Sat 26 Village Society Halloween party, 6.30 PVH
Thur 31 Pumpkin Carving Competition Judging

Fri 1  Happy Hour, 6.30pm Elmstone Church
Sat 9  The Annual Village Quiz PVH
  Pop up cafe @ PVH
Sat 23 Village Christmas Fair with stalls PVH
    PVH = Preston Village Hall  

September

October

November


