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Bringing you local news sponsored by Preston & Elmstone Village Society

Summer 2018

Newsletter   
Preston Parish

Parish Council’s 
Speeding Initiative
As readers of the newsletter will 
know, speeding traffic in the village 
has long been an issue and a regular 
topic of conversation at Parish Coun-
cil meetings.  
As part of the Section.106 agreement, 
the Grove Road developers have to 
install a safe pedestrian route into the 
village and we have persuaded them 
to extend that to incorporate some 
traffic calming.  
We have been chasing this up and we 
are assured that it will be carried out 
this summer.
In the meantime, the Parish Council 
have been looking at purchasing an 
‘interactive’ speed sign.  
These can be very effective (you might 
have noticed one recently installed on 
Preston Hill Wingham), but are quite 
expensive and we need to ensure that 
if we purchase one it will be used ef-
fectively.  
As you might expect, there are rules 
for the deployment of the interactive 
signs.
They have to be sited in agreed loca-
tions, to certain criteria and have to 
be moved occasionally.  
To do that, we need a group of volun-
teers to be trained in the use of a sign.
When I mentioned this at the Annu-
al Parish meeting one person came 
forward (another has come forward 
since), however we need more volun-
teers to make the project viable.  
Is this something you could help with? 
It’s not too onerous and all that is re-
quired is attending a short course of 
basic training and then coordinating 
the use of the sign.  
If you can help, please contact our 
Parish Clerk, Jean Swan or any Parish 
Councillor. 
Details of contact details for all mem-
bers of the Parish Council are on the 
top of page 8.

In case you haven’t heard the upsetting news, Preston Village Stores were burgled in the 
early hours of Saturday morning on 12th May. Cigarettes, cash and even the safe were 
taken and it is thought the burglars fled though the fields at the back of the premises. If 

anyone has CCTV footage from The Forstal or witnessed any suspicious behaviour prior to 
this, or has been offered cheap cigarettes for sale then please inform Holly or Kent Police.

The shop had to close Saturday morning to restock but was open again by lunchtime thanks 
to the help and support of Holly’s family and staff who worked so hard, going above and 
beyond their duty to get the shop open again. 

Holly and her family have been overwhelmed by the community’s kindness and support 
through this difficult time as offers of help flooded in, both financially and emotionally 
from many, many local people and really helped Holly and her family get back on track. We 
are pleased to report that Holly is determined not to let this setback keep her from running 
the shop and looks forward to continuing to develop the business further.

Holly and her family are very grateful for all the good wishes they received and would like 
to say, “A heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been so wonderful and understanding to us 
all at Preston Village Stores, we have been overwhelmed by how much love and support we 
had from the community. Our staff  have also been absolutely wonderful and we would like 
to thank them for their hard work during this difficult time.”

It is great to hear Holly being so positive and we thankfully look forward to enjoying all 
that the shop has to offer for years to come. When things like this happen it makes you 
take stock and think about your own security. We would urge our readers to check their 
own properties, keep an eye on their neighbour’s houses – especially as the holiday season 
approaches - and be aware of any strangers or unusual local activity.

Overwhelming Community 
Support for Holly

Holly and her mum Lisa are determind to carry on in the shop with a lovely smile
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Village News

Letters to the Editors
We very much welcome contributions of news, local issues and 

points of interest and would like to thank all who submit articles to 
Preston Parish Newsletter. 

All written content may be subject to alteration at the discretion of 
the editors. The views and opinions expressed in the newsletter do 

not necessarily reflect those of the editors or the publisher:
Preston & Elmstone Village Society.

Deadline for the next edition of
Preston Parish Newsletter

Please email all articles to:
 josie@vfast.co.uk

Friday 24th Aug 2018

Something a bit different for food lov-
ers has moved into Preston. Formerly 

in Moss’s old Oak Farm Barn, Home Cui-
sine Catering has transformed the former 
fruit and veg shop into a working kitchen 
which is not only home and preparation 
hub for outside catering events, weddings 
and all sorts of social occasions but also 
a bistro and café on site. No frozen foods 
are used in their cooking, only the freshest 
locally and responsibly sourced ingredi-
ents are used and all food is cooked from 
scratch. 

Home Cuisine is run by Steve and Caro-
line who have been running their catering 
business together for over 10 years. Steve 
trained as a chef in the army before mov-
ing up to London to hone his skills with 
some well-known and respected profes-
sional chefs. 

Home Cuisine does much more than just 
cater for outside events. If you fancy a 
diner party with a twist they also come to 
your house and cook your meals in your 
own kitchen, leaving you to enjoy the 
company of your guests without all the 
hassle in the kitchen. They can cater for 
an intimate diner for two or up to twenty 
people .

Steve and Caroline have the biggest BBQ 
I’ve ever seen, which uses fruit wood to 
give a delicate aroma to their food. And 
if you enjoy outdoor cooking and enter-
taining, then a hog or lamb roast cooked 
in the traditional pit fired spit roast would 
really showcases classical cookery skills, 
serving your guests with a delicious and 
succulent meat feast. 

The Barn is open from 10am – 2.30pm 
and 4.30 – 8.30pm every day and you are 

welcome to drop-in and chill out with just 
coffee and cake, or try one of their deli-
cious meals cooked to order from their 
daily menu, you can even bring your own 
wine along. The barn is set up so that you 
can see your meal being prepared and 
cooked, you could even join in or sit back 
and relax as your food is freshly prepared 
before your eyes.

There is an ever growing cookery book li-
brary where people can borrow a book, or 
you could flick through the books, book 
a table and have the chosen dish cooked 
for you and your family. To keep things 
intimate there are two tables in the barn 
seating six people each therefore, booking 
is advisable if you wish to eat at a specific 
time or with a group.

If you want to learn more about cooking 
or improve your own cooking skills, there 

are professional but informal cookery 
lessons on offer, cake making, children’s 
cookery and helping children interact and 
get hands on experience with food. Steve 
and Caroline are open to anything ‘food-
ie’ related where you want to learn more 
about cooking, tasting and enjoying food. 

As a new business to the area, Home Cui-
sine are a work in progress and have plans 
to develop the business further, they wel-
come the community’s input and look for-
ward  to seeing how they can grow their 
business in the parish.

Home Cuisine is soon to be available from 
the Just Eat website, just order online and 
your lunch and dinner will be freshly 
cooked and delivered to your door. Alter-
natively you can go to their website 
www.homecuisinecatering.com or call 
01227 634100 to find out more.

Food Lovers in for a Treat?

Steve tending to the chicken at a recent outdoor event on the huge BBQ, looks delicious!

Do you have any free time 
and would like to do some 

voluntary work? 
I am looking for a Partner 

to help me run our 
‘Wednesday Social Club’
to ensure that our club 
meets the needs of our 

Community.
Please call Jenny Ralph for 

further information on: 
01227 721165 or mobile 

07521 704302          



3

Village News
Acts of Kindness

Thank you Roy and Martin for installing the 
new raised planter by the south village entrance 
and further thanks to Ivor for storing the plant-
er in his barn whilst we dithered about when it 
was going to be put in.

From the Community Centre Committee, 
thanks go to Mike Measday for discovered the 
missing manhole cover and covering it up so 
no-one fell into the hole, Richard De Pledge 
helped clear up after the plant sale and Charles 
and Ed for strimming around the hall.  

Thank you to Brian Covey who regularly litter 
picks and helps keep our village looking lovely 
and clean.

Community support for Holly and all at Preston 
Village Stores really helped all concerned get 
through a difficult time. Staff and customers ral-
lied round to support Holly and they only had 
to close the shop for one morning.

Thanks go to our very own Parish Council who 
have increased their donation to help support 
our newsletter costs. We now print 400 copies 
four times a year and have increased the page 
numbers to take into account all the exciting 
news from the parish.

This is a bit of a personal one but I would like 
to say a really big thank you to Izzy, Anna and 
Lorna who rescued me when my dog broke my 
leg whilst out for a walk, safely bringing me and 
my dogs home when I was stranded. 
Also, due to having a broken leg I couldn’t walk 
or drive for 8 weeks and had to rely on the kind-
ness of friends to collect Lana from school,  
thank you so much Mitzie, Martin, Nicole and 
Trica for helping our family. 
Also thank you Trevor for chairing the Village 
Society meeting in my absence. I promise to 
never walk the dogs without my phone again!
Josie

Acts that are Mindless
Dog poo left outside Preston Village Stores on 
more than one occasion in prime position for 
people to walk in. Not very nice at all!

Also, another dog related one and this has been 
mentioned by a number of people. Whoever 
thinks it is OK to use Robinson Meadow as a 
personal dog holding pen whilst visiting the 
shop – we politely remind you that dogs must 
be kept on leads and supervised at all times in 
the Meadow as well as other public spaces.

And finally to the village shop burglars – we all 
hate you for breaking into the shop and upset-
ting Holly!

New Village Website
A new website for the village has been in the pipeline for some time and we are 
pleased to announce that the new Village Society website will be live from Friday 
8th June. Just search for this website address:

www.prestonvillage.org
We hope you will find it informative and particularly useful to new residents who 
move to the area, as well as keeping you up to date with the latest events, news and 
information that is relevant to our parish. 
Although the website is live, it is still a work in progress as we plan to expand the 
information by adding further webpages as the site develops. If you’re interested in 
adding your business, group or would like to write a guest blog post please contact 
josie@vfast.co.uk.

Those of us who already live here think we are one of the best villages in the South 
East and it would be great to have some recognition of what a lovely community 
and place that we live in. Last year, the Village Society with support from Pres-
ton Parish Council entered Preston & Elmstone in to the ‘South and South East in 
Bloom’ awards and was awarded Silver in the Village of the Year section. 

This year we are aiming even higher and have worked hard to ‘Bulb Bomb’ our 
parish, with 5000 spring bulbs being planted throughout Preston and Elmstone last 
autumn with help from the community. We had to be patient and wait until spring 
to see the fruits of our efforts but it was worth it, as thousands of spring flowers 
brightened up swathes of formerly barren green spaces.

The planters that were installed at the beginning of last year have matured and 
grown well and we would ask for help from everyone to water, mow and strim any 
areas that need attention, our thanks to all who help do this on a regular basis. The 
top of Grove Road and the island opposite the shop have been particularly well 
cared for and look so much better for the attention they receive.

There is a litter pick scheduled for Saturday 7 July – all help is appreciated, we would 
like our village to be litter free for the judging the following week. If you could spare 
half an hour to tidy the village, please meet us in the Community Centre car park 
at 10.30am. Equipment and bin bags provided.

What  can you do to help?
•	 Join	in	community	led	projects	such	as	litter	picks	and	fundraising				 	
 events for local causes.
•	 Recycle	your	rubbish	and	keep	our	village	litter	free
•	 Help	weed	and	maintain	the	raised	garden	boxes	throughout	the	village
•	 Help	maintain	open	and	shared	green	spaces
•	 Find	out	if	your	neighbours	need	help	with	gardening?
•	 Keep	your	garden	tidy	and	weed	free
•	 Use	local	resources	and	shop	locally
•	 Enjoy	where	we	live!
We would also be grateful for feedback to the Village Society about what improve-
ments you would like to see in the village – either visit our Facebook page or email 
us using the contact page on our new website www.prestonvillage.org.
Further plans and improvements are underway for this year’s judging which takes 
place on Thursday 12th July 2018. 
Regardless of the outcome of the competi-
tion, help and support from local residents to 
maintain green spaces, protect our environ-
ment and working together as a community 
are beneficial improvements for all who live 
and visit our village. 
Thank you for your help and support.
Preston & Elmstone Village Society

South & South East in Bloom
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Preston Short Mat 
Bowls Club

The Bowls Club hosted the John Reid 
Cup Competition on Saturday 26 
May at Preston Community Centre. 
Seven pairs of players entered the 
competition and each player had 3 
woods to play.  The team with the 
highest number of shots were de-
clared the winners. This year Kath 
Marsden and Dot Saxby won the 
competition, runners up after a close 
tie-break were Michael Hooker and 
Hubert Coleman. A buffet lunch was 
enjoyed by all at half-time. 

The club meets every Monday at the 
village hall between 7:00 – 9:00pm. 
New members are welcome and can 
have two evenings free of charge to 
try out the game. After that, mem-
bership is £10 for the year with a 
weekly evening attendance subscrip-
tion of just £1.50.  

Bowls is great fun and a game of skill 
rather than energy! If you are inter-
ested at trying your hand at Bowl-
ing please come along and join us 
on a Monday night or contact Jill on 
01227 722518 to find out more.

THE PRESTON, ELMSTONE & STOURMOUTH 
SOCIAL CLUB

(The Wednesday Club)
Open 2-4pm every Wednesday 
at Preston Community Centre

We are here especially for our over 60s in the Parish 
and we also welcome Carers if you feel you need a 
break, even if it’s just for an hour. 
Pop in for a natter and a coffee, meet like-minded 
friends and if you wish to bring your cared for with 
you - please do - you are all most welcome.

Local Bank and 
Post Office to Close?

Our nearest banking and post office facilities are soon 
to disappear from Wingham causing a great incon-
venience for many of us. 
Lloyds Bank Wingham Branch is due to close on 
Monday 15th October and rumour has it from one 
of the cashiers that a mobile banking service will take 
over.  
It is still unknown what shape or form this will take 
but at least there are plans for some type of banking 
facility to remain even after the branch has closed.
Wingham Post Office is up for sale and it is unknown 
if the new owners will keep it going as a Post Office 
or will turn it into another retail outlet or residential 
property. Either way we will miss the service and con-
venience from both outlets.

Dear Friends, 
Time never stands still and new changes to the Care Act 2014 will bring 
in the biggest changes for Carers in over 60 years. Yes, finally Carers have 
support! The changes in the act will affect all age groups, not just the elderly.

What is the Care Act?
The Care Act 2014 replaced most previous laws regarding carers and people 
being cared for. It outlines the way in which local authorities should carry 
out carer’s assessments and needs assessments; how local authorities should 
determine who is eligible for support; how local authorities should charge 
for both residential care and community care; and places new obligations on 
local authorities.

The Care Act is mainly for adults in need of care and support, and their adult 
carers. There are some provisions for the transition of children in need of 
care and support, parent carers of children in need of care and support, and 
young carers. However the main provisions for these groups (before transi-
tion) are in the Children and Families Act 2014
The Adult Social Care policy also outlines what Full of Care and Support 
is accessible for our most vulnerable. You don’t have to struggle alone any-
more; there is support and care available. Also help so that you can stay in 
your own home.

I have recently experienced the process of getting help for myself  as an el-
derly carer but what I’ve learnt most is, you have to ask for help if you want 
it. I can’t solve all your problems, but I can share my experiences with you 
and point you in the right direction to get help, or find someone who may be 
able to help and advise you. Call into the Wednesday Club, have a cuppa and 
a chat or you can phone me and I’ll call in to see you at home. 
Jenny Ralph 

Many of us will be looking forward to a break from work over the coming weeks.  Wheth-
er you’ve booked a trip away or are planning a ‘staycation’, make self-care a priority 

during your valuable time off.
Self-care is currently a hot topic, but what does it actually mean?  Well, simply, being kind to 
yourself & getting your needs met.  Doesn’t sound so difficult, but how many of us actually 
take the time out of our busy schedules to do something that feeds the soul?
There are many ways to achieve this, from a spa day to a music concert.  You don’t have to 
spend money either - just getting out and feeling the sun on your skin and the grass between 
your toes can also do the trick.  Connect with your inner child - remember how much fun 
running through sprinklers is?  How did you love spending your time as a child?
Schedule a massage, reflexology session or head to a yoga class to nourish your mind, body 
and soul … there’s someone in the village who can help with that (*shameless plug alert*)!
It doesn’t have to be all scented candles and shiatsu - I have a friend who treats himself to 
Sunday roast in the bath - sounds like heaven!  However you spend your summer, take time 
out to enjoy our gorgeous village - spending time in the pub garden or cafe with friends 
counts as self-care too!
Wishing you all a fun and stress-free summer,
Basma at Simply Therapies 

Why Summer is the Perfect Time for Self-care
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New Bistro
Preston Garden Centre

After having extensive building works carried out to create 
a brand new space for Preston Garden Centre, their new 
Bistro café is now open. Proprietor Sarah tells us that the 
café is really going well since it opened in February and 
would like to thank everyone for their support. 
Coppers Bistro is set in an open, modern and airy space 
with a huge log burner as its centre piece. The Bistro also 
has its own enclosed courtyard with a beautiful copper 
tree water feature if you fancy taking your coffee outside 
or dining al fresco.
Breakfast is served daily until 11.30am and a selection of 
freshly prepared home cooked food is available to order 
until 4pm Monday to Saturday and to 3pm on a Sunday. 
Why not give it a try?

Everyone is welcome to come and join us 
for the Annual Village Picnic in Robinson 
Meadow (opposite the Community Cen-
tre car park entrance) on Sunday 22nd July.  
Meet in the meadow from midday and bring 
your own picnic, chairs, rugs, gazebos - 
whatever makes you feel comfortable - and 
unwind and enjoy a relaxing afternoon with 
your friends, family and neighbours.

Last year we played rounders and limbo and 
the girls beat the boys hands down. Who will 
win this year we wonder? The Village Soci-
ety provides free tea and coffee and toilets 
are available to use in the Community Cen-
tre. If there are enough people around in the 
evening we may even get the fire pit going for 
toasting marshmallows.

Robinson Meadow is a beautiful, safe and en-
closed village green with wild areas of grass 
and a dew pond. Please be responsible and 
take home your litter and we politely remind 
you that dogs must be kept on leads. We look 
forward to seeing you there, oh, and don’t 
forget the suncream/umbrella!

It is that time of year again when you need to make a date in your diary for Sunday 
17th June 2018, not only is it Father’s day but also the date of probably one of the 

best school summer fetes in Kent.  Friends of Preston School (FOPS) are again host-
ing this very popular event on Preston recreation ground from 12 o’clock onwards, 
both parking and entrance is free to all visitors. 
Last year FOPS raised over £5000 at the summer fete which funded various projects 
around the school including new lap tops, coaches for school trips and sports equip-
ment.  
There will be a huge variety of activities and games for you to enjoy on the day with a 
dedicated Games Zone which hosts favourite family games such as the coconut shy, 
bouncy castle, tin-can ally, and giant hoopla to name just a few.
Other attractions include the Classic Car Club, teddy tombola, plant stall and sweet 
jar challenge.  In the central arena will be traditional maypole dancing and country 
dancing performed by the pupils.  There will also be some lively fun with a tug of war 
and egg throwing competition. 
Refreshments will be available on the day which will include tea, coffee and soft 
drinks and a beer tent. The BBQ will be running again this year serving burgers and 
bangers. The ploughman’s lunch tent offers an alternative salad lunch and to finish 
off, why not sample some of the delicious homemade cakes on offer?
The Summer Fete wouldn’t be complete without a raffle and Fops will be running a 
Grand Prize Draw with some fantastic prizes for you to win. In fact the Grand Draw 
is so big there will be 3 rounds of draws taking place throughout the day. Tickets can 
be purchased from the school office after half term or on the day at the entrance to 
the summer fete.
Please come along to support FOPS and our local school which we are immensely 
proud of and have a great fun day out with your family in the village.

Village Picnic 
Sunday 22 July

Village Picnic
Robinson Meadow
(opposite Preston Community Centre car park)

All welcome

Come along with your picnic for a 
FREE, relaxing & lazy summer
a�ernoon in the secluded 
meadow with your 
neighbours, friends 
and family...

Preston & Elmstone Village Society
invite you to join the

in the beautiful

From 12pm on

Sunday 22nd JulyNew 100 Club Draw
In case you haven’t yet been cornered by Mitzie, she is sell-
ing the next set of numbers for the 100 Club Draw. The 
monthly local draw offers a 1st prize of £25 and 2nd prize 
of £10, at Christmas the top prize is £100, 2nd £50 and 3rd 
prize £35. 
The new draw starts in August and raises funds for the 
Village Society who return profits back into community 
projects. Last year all 5000 bulbs for the Bulb Bomb were 
purchased from 100 Club proceeds, 
Over half the numbers are already gone and if you haven’t 
seen Mitzie already she will be popping around. 
Good luck everyone and thank you for taking part.

Preston Primary School Summer Fete
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Sports Talk 

We reported previously in the news-
letter of  Wendy’s efforts to take part 

in this year’s London Marathon. We are 
pleased to hear that Wendy completed the 
course and managed to raise a substantial 
sum for the Evelina Children’s Hospital in 
London after her son received lifesaving 
treatment there. In Wendy’s own words, 

“Throughout the marathon process I had 
nothing but huge support from everyone in 
Preston. I was fundraising for the Evelina 
Children’s Hospital, which is an amazing 
hospital and treats so many of our local lit-
tle stars.  We have managed to raise £3601, 
which is above and beyond what I ever ex-
pected. The support with fundraising from 
family, friends, The Half Moon, Preston 
School, Preston Court and the Village shop 
has been overwhelming. 
When I got to Greenwich Park on 6am on 
that Sunday morning to run the race I was 
incredibly nervous as I didn’t know what 
was going to happen or even if I could finish 
it. However, there is so much support from 
perfect strangers that I soon relaxed and 
just absorbed the atmosphere. All the way 
round people call your name and cheer, of-
fer you sweets or even a much-needed hug. 

I finished it with support from the people 
around me and possibly the very stubborn 
nature in me, to not give up on things. 
I feel truly blessed to have taken part in 
the London Marathon and to have had the 

Have you heard of the new summer 
sport that is literally sweeping through 

the homes of our nation? If you haven’t, you 
are missing out on so much fun. Anyone 
can play, you don’t have to warm up, wear 
a special outfit or even move from your seat 
to enjoy this activity. 
You only need one piece of equipment to 
play the game, a yellow plastic fly swatter. 
The type that when you press the little but-
ton on the side, the metal mesh that spans 
the ‘racquet’ lets out an electric charge 
which instantly kills insects. 
If you are really skilled you can have two – 
one in each hand – but watch out for any 
low flying planes that might mistake your 
actions as an invite to land? 
There is no ball at play here though, instead 
you squat, electrify and kill those evil little 
buggers who are intent on biting you. And 
let’s not forget that we are at war with the 
mozzies’ and midges, whose sole intention 
is spoiling the joys of summer as more of 
our flesh is exposed in the warmer months, 
leaving us open to attack from the little 
beasties.
Patience is the one virtue that is needed 
in this game because mozzies’, midges and 

all flying insects have a special superpow-
er. Did you know that when you directly 
look at them flying around a room they 
can become invisible and disappear from 
sight? Yes, it is true. Just when you think 
you know where they are, they vanish into 
thin air. With patience they re-materialise, 
and then you can resume the hunt and fry 
the cunning little buggers with a swift back-
hand.
This game is not without its risks though. 
My hubby is a Mozzie Patrol fanatic and 
will endeavour to hunt down his prey with 
little care for his own safety or my welfare. 
I have on many occasions laid in bed watch-
ing this spectacle unfold under the glare of 
the bedroom lights on full whack, burning 
my tired little eyes out so that hubby can see 
his prey. I just want to go to sleep but hub-
by won’t let me until the killing fields of my 
bedroom ceiling, walls and floor are cleared 
of any living creature. 
I must admit that there is nothing worse 
than just getting to the point where you are 
about to drift off to sleep and you hear a 
high pitched buzz as a mosquito is about to 
tuck into its diner, i.e. me. I am grateful for 
the act of love that prevents me from being 

bitten, even if it leaves me knackered in 
the morning. My only other consolation 
is that at least hubby is playing sport?
Josie

Mozzie Patrol - Wanna Play?

support from the community. Thank you 
everyone”.
We would like to add our congratulations 
to Wendy, what a great achievement and 
we are very proud of you.

Wendy’s Marathon Success

Wendy with her children Oscar, Jasmine and proud mum Sue at the London Marathon

Anyone for a game?
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Church News
News From The Belfry

After a slow start, with only one wedding to ring for so far, the sea-
son is about to get into full swing with two in June, three in July, 
three in August and five in September. There are another couple of 
weddings undecided about having bells and another three or four to 
ring for in Wingham. I was hoping we’d have our new ropes installed 
by the time the season really started but it’s looking doubtful.
The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches are having an open 
afternoon on Sunday 10th June and we are planning on having an-
other ‘come and have a go’ session. Hopefully we’ll see some of you 
there and convince you to start bell ringing.
Brian Covey

THE FRIENDS OF ELMSTONE 
&	PRESTON	CHURCHES

ELMSTONE	CHURCH	-	Sunday	6	May	 -	Open	Afternoon/
Fete
This was a very successful event in every way and our thanks 
go to the Nickols and Richardsons for organising this and all 
others who helped in various ways.  
The weather was perfect and we thank all the many people 
came to visit the Church, enjoy cream teas and participate in 
the fete on Church Meadow. The amount raised for Church 
funds is £1,080.00.
ST. MILDRED’S - Sunday 10 June, 2 - 4 pm Cream Teas and 
Stalls
Plans are well under way for our next event. If you would like 
to help, even for a short while, we would be very pleased to 
hear from you. Any offers of home made cakes would also be 
very welcome.  These can be brought on the day. 
Teas will be served in the Church with tables and chairs out-
side.
Derek Hougham Griggs will have his artwork on display in the 
Church and stalls along the path will include plants, pottery, 
bric a brac, cards, bees wax products and local apple juice.  
 
OPEN GARDEN, WESTMARSH - Sunday 1 July 
Regrettably, this event will not go ahead this year.
ELMSTONE	CHURCH	-	Sunday	26	August
There will be a further Open Afternoon,with teas.
HARVEST	QUIZ	WITH	FOOD	-	Saturday	29	September
This event will be held at the Preston Community Centre. 
ST. MILDRED’S - CHRISTMAS EVENT  - Saturday 15 De-
cember. We will be holding  another Christmas Tree Event 
with stalls and refreshments.
Elizabeth Timms
Tel: 01227 722704 or email: elizabeth.timms@googlemail.com

THE MEETING PLACE
All ages are welcome for free refreshments from 11a.m.-1 p.m. on 
the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month at St Mary’s Church, Canterbury 
Road, Wingham. The first meeting place is schedualed for every 1st 
and 3rd Friday of the month. We look forward to welcoming you.
Rev. Chris Brewer

Junior Church is Back
After a short absence we are delighted to hear Junior Church is 

resuming. Sunday 10 June is Junior Church Prize Giving and 
family service at St. Mildred’s church. The following Sunday there 
is no Junior Church due to the school fete event. Sunday 24th  June 
sees Junior Church return to Preston Community Centre from 9.30 
to 10.30 am. Sunday 1 July, Picnic at Jo’s farm from 11am, 8 July 
family Service at St. Mildred’s and Sunday 15 July, Junior Church is 
at Preston community Centre.
Junior Church is open to all families and a warm welcome is given to 
all. Children can play games, get creative with crafts and learn about 
Christian values in the only children’s club that now runs in the vil-
lage. Junior Church is free and would love to see some new faces to 
help keep the club going. 
Please contact Penny on 01227 722513 to find out more.

We moved to Preston in August 1985 which means we have lived here 
coming up to 33years. On the 10th June 2010 we received in the post 

a large package the enclosed letter stated that “as Standard Life Mortgages no 
longer hold an interest in your property we pass on the enclosed documents 
for your safe keeping.” 
The documents enclosed were a complete history of our house and the sur-
rounding land going back to the 6th December 1867. The documents make 
very interesting reading especially the various people who have either lived 
here or had a vested interest in the property.  On the 3rd October 1928 
two sisters took out a mortgage to purchase the wooden Bungalow named 
Langfield. They were Matilda Jane Tanton of Still House Lane Bedmin-
ster in the county of Somerset. Her sister, Elizabeth Emily Tanton of Pres-
ton-next-Wingham in the county of Kent. They obtained a mortgage from 
the Rural District Council of Eastry under section 92 of the Housing Act 
1925 to purchase Langfield for the grand sum of £275.
The mortgage repayments were £5 and five shilling per annum. 
Elizabeth Emily Tanton died on the 11th August 1939. The property was 
then purchased by Wilfred Fagg on the 26th November 1939 for the sum 
of £260 which was fifteen pounds less than the Tanton sisters paid  on 3rd 
October 1928.
There are two pictures to the right show the original wooden bungalow and 
our house as it is today.
Trevor Allison

THE	HISTORY	OF	OUR	HOUSE	-	LANGFIELD
Local History
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Parish Council
  Parish Councillors’ Contact Details
 Ollie Chapman            721162      Jill Matthews              722518
 Jude Lawson            722184      Trevor Bradley 721015
 Michael Hooker           720144      Alwyn Pidgen     728533
 Douglas Kiely              07803 231008

Clerk: Jean Swan 01304 842905
Email: prestonparishclerk@outlook.com

The Parish Council has had a busy month 
with the normal meeting and the Annual 
Parish meeting being held in April along 
with the co-option of two new members 
at the May meeting.

The Annual Parish meeting was well at-
tended with 36 parishioners attending, 
KCC Cllr Sue Chandler and DDC Cllr’s 
Mike Conolly and Trevor Bartlett.

 Light refreshments and a chat started the 
evening’s meeting, it was refreshing to see 
so many people interested in their Village 
as the new Clerk it enabled me to meet 
some residents and get a feel for the great 
community you have. It was also good to 
see several faces from the The Grange one 
quite young person who I feel sure will be 
contributing a great deal to Preston Vil-
lage in the future.

Tim Offord gave a very interesting talk on 
local churches, which included a picture 
presentation. He explained how to iden-
tify the date churches were built, noted 
some churches of interest which are fre-
quently overlooked such as Barfrestone 
and pointed out some details to look out 

for which make our churches so individ-
ual and interesting. I am sure many of 
the villagers would have enjoyed hearing 
more from Tim (possibly a future event in 
the Village Hall or a group tour?).

The Chairman of the Parish Council was 
pleased to present the Community Award 
to none other than the editor of this amaz-
ing parish Newsletter Josie Leicester. On 
moving to the Village Josie immediately 
became involved in the community es-
pecially with the Village Society and the 
Newsletter. In a relatively short space of 
time she has contributed so much.

Other news included the progress of the 
request from the Parish Council to record 
part of the end of Deerson Lane as a foot-
path. This has been approved and the Or-
der will be posted on the 25th May.

The Parish Council are in the process of 
ordering and siting three new multi-use 
bins to assist and encourage dog walkers 
to clean up after their pets. The proposed 
sites are at the end of The Forstal, outside 
the Village Shop and on the new footpath 
leading to the Parishes 6 acres of land. 

Finally, the Parish Council started the 
year with two vacancies on the Council, 
these were advertised and six applications 
were received which is very impressive 
and encouraging for the village. 

The correct procedure was then fol-
lowed to co-opt two new members onto 
the Parish Council. At the May meeting 
Councillors voted and Michael Hooker 
and Douglas Kiely were co-opted. Both of 
these gentlemen have good skills and will 
be an asset to the Parish Council.  

As Clerk to the Parish Council I would 
like to take this opportunity to welcome 
them and to say I am privileged to work 
with such a dedicated professional team 
of people who are committed to making 
Preston a very special place to live.
Jean Swan, Parish Clerk

Parish Council 
Meetings 

are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month
at 7.30pm in the Community 

Centre and are open to the pub-
lic to attend.

Community Centre Update
Thank you to all who attended the public meeting to view the 
plans for the proposed new Community Centre on 9 March. It 
was lovely to welcome those who came up from Stourmouth, 
Westmarsh and Hoaden. 

The new centre is intended to serve as a hub providing facilities 
and services for all our surrounding villages and hamlets. The ar-
chitects, Godden Allen & Lawn, have successfully incorporated 
all the requirements we specified in our brief and the feedback 
comments received were very positive and constructive.   

Funding will be the major issue we need to overcome to build 
the new community centre. The Renovation Fund currently 
holds £39K. Dover District Council hold a ring-fenced sum of 
£267,000 which has come through the S106 agreement arising 
from the Preston Grange development. 

This leaves a shortfall of approximately £500,000 which we will 
need to raise through grants and fund-raising events. I met with 
the new Big Lottery representative on Monday 5 March and I 

have received further feedback from her regarding the new 
guidelines for grants. 

With help and advice from Lottie Bury and building on the sub-
stantial work already compiled by Frank Pinnington, I am start-
ing to put together a bid for a significant amount of capital grant. 

I am also applying to KCC for a grant of £50,000 as part of their 
supporting village halls and community centres initiative. Watch 
this space for regular updates.

New Website for 
Preston Community Centre

The new website for the Community Centre is up and running.  
It shows the facilities available for hire, booking charges and, 

of course, the availability calendar for each month. 
It looks really attractive with photographs of the facilities and 
recent events. Please do send us photos of events you hold in 

the centre that we can post to the site.
The website address: www. prestoncommunitycentrekent.com
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Community Centre News
Community Activities 

A big bonus of living in a village is be-
longing to an active community, getting 
to know people in a friendly cooperative 
way and working together to provide so-
cial events which involve everyone.  The 
current hall has provided a venue for over 
the past  50 years and is still well used, al-
though in need of modernisation.

What’s on?
June looks really busy with something 
going on in the hall on most days of the 
month.  

Classes
There are now day-time classes on most 
days. 
Terry’s Painting Class is every Monday af-
ternoon 2:00 – 4:30 pm. 
Basma ‘s yoga group has two sessions, 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 – 7:30pm and 
Thursday mornings 9:30 – 10:45am. 
Tai Chi and Qi Gong is with Dominic on 
Wednesday mornings 9:30 – 10:30am.  
Pilates is on Thursday evenings with 
Claire 6:00 – 7:pm
Chair-based exercise is on Friday morn-
ings 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
For the more energetic, Jo’s popular Zum-
ba class is on Wednesdays 5:45 – 6:45pm. 
A new yoga class is starting on Tuesday 
mornings between 9:30 – 11:00am with 
Roy.

Clubs
All our clubs will welcome new members.
The Short Mat Bowls Club meets every 
Monday 7:30 – 9:00pm.
Senior Club ( over 60s) meets every 
Wednesdays 2:00 – 4:00pm
Darts Club meet every Fridays 2:00 – 
3:00pm
Remote Control Cars meet on alternate 
Sundays 11:00 am – 5:00pm

New Table Tennis Club
We now have 3 table tennis tables and a 
new club is proposed to be held on Fri-
days between 6 and 9pm. Initial response 
was good. I would suggest the club is 
open to beginners and children under 
11 between 6:00 – 7:00pm and then open 
to more serious players between 7:00 
– 9:00pm. However to get this off the 
ground, we need some volunteers to help 
with the organisation and parents to stay 
and support their children to learn the 
game. I have made provisional bookings 
for Fridays starting from 15 June.  Please 
contact me if you are able to come along.  
My email is jillmatt12@gmail.com or tele-
phone is 01227722518.

Gardening Club meets on the second 
Tuesday in the month from 7:45 – 9:00pm. 
Our next meeting is on 12th June when 
we are visiting Joan Whitehead’s garden 
in Stourmouth (donations for the Multi-
ple Sclerosis Society). Please contact me if 
you want to come along and join the club.  
(jillmatt12@gmail.com or telephone is 
01227 722518)

WI meets on the second Wednesday in 
the month between 7:00 – 9:00pm. 
Pop up café is also held monthly.  The 
next one is on June 9th, so do come along 
for a cup of coffee and cake.  This month 
the opening hours will be from 10am to 
12:00pm. It’s a great opportunity to meet 
other villagers and find out what is going 
on.

Parents  and Toddlers - There are still slots 
on Monday mornings or Friday mornings 
after 10:30am if anyone would like to start 
up a group. There are still a lot of toys 
left over from the pre-school days which 
could be put out and used.  If you are in-
terested, contact me and we can discuss 
how to move forward. 

Community Centre Hire
If you wish to hire the hall please contact 
our Bookings Secretary: Kath Marsden  
Tel 07810871286 or  email: kathmars-
den44@gmail.com 

Volunteers Needed 
The Community Centre/ Village Hall 
Management Committee urgently needs 
new members to act as trustees of the 
charity.  We are looking particularly for 
people who would be prepared to help us 
to manage the changes necessary to set 
up and oversee the management of the 
proposed new Community Centre. We 
currently hold meetings on a two-month-
ly basis; meetings usually last from 7:30 – 
9:00pm. We are working towards gaining 
Hallmark Level 1 which will help us when 
we apply for grants for additional outside 
funding for the Community Centre De-
velopment. 

Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held on Friday 8 June at 
7:00pm.  This is when the annual report 
is made to the community and trustees 
are elected. An important issue to be dis-
cussed this year is the changing the status 
of the charity from being a foundation 
charity, where the trustees held liable for 
any shortfall if the charity folds, to and 
incorporated charity where the trustees 

have a limited liability. 

Pointless Vandalism
This year there have been incidents of pet-
ty vandalism. The plastic dustbin, which 
we use to put out the Veolia bags for the re-
fuse collection was destroyed and thrown 
into the hedge. 
There have been two incidents where 
someone has dumped numerous bags of 
paper and card and artificial flowers on 
the verge by the entrance to the hall.  This 
rubbish could easily go with the normal 
domestic rubbish. I picked up the bags and 
put it out with our bin. One of the loads 
was traced back to the perpetrator. 
The latest incident involved the removal of 
the manhole cover over the sewer by the 
school. The discovery was made early in 
the morning and a temporary cover was 
put in place, before parents started to bring 
their children into school. 
The school helpfully put a further cover of 
a concrete slab. The cover had been thrown 
down into the bottom of the manhole, was 
found eventually, cleaned up and replaced. 
Luckily there were no accidents.

Fundraising Events
There were two very successful fundrais-
ing events in May. Jane and Kath organ-
ised a well-supported Bangers and Bingo 
evening and raised over £200 for the Ren-
ovation Fund.  
Cash prizes were awarded for a line, a full 
house and there was a special larger prize 
for the “flyer” round.  Thank you to all who 
supported the event and who donated a 
raffle prize.
The second event was the Annual Plant 
Sale and Pop-up Café, which together 
raised a whopping £426. Thanks to every-
one who donated plants and to the helpers 
who turned up to sell the plants.

Colin picking some choice specimens  at the 
plant sale.
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all aspects of home maintenance
undertaken inside and out

Small jobs no problem, reasonable & reliable,
FREE estimates and Senior Citizen discount

Call Chris on 07742 708000 anytime

Putright
Property Maintenance

Farthings, The Forstal, Preston, Kent. CT3 1DR
Email: chrispgibbons@yahoo.co.uk

Painting & Decorating - Pointing & Brickwork Repairs
Guttering Cleaning & Repairs - Tiled & Flat Roofing Repairs
All Types of Fencing & Repairs - Roof & Driveway Cleaning

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tiling - Laminate Flooring - Floor Sanding

Investments & Savings
Retirement Planning
IHT & Succession Planning
Pension Sharing on Divorce
Family Protection
Overall Holistic Advice

Wright & Shadwell
FINANCIAL MANAGMENT

For personal and business financial advice
contact: Karen Wright on 01227 722922
0r Email: info@wrightshadwell.co.uk

The Heathers, Elmstone, Preston,
Nr Canterbury, Kent. CT3 1HH

Preston Garden Centre
NOW OPEN

COPPERS
BISTRO
Breakfast served to
11.30am everyday

Pop in and try our delicious
food, freshly prepared
to order by our chef

The Street, Preston. CT3 1ED
01227 722250

www.prestonnursery.co.uk

Open to 4pm Mon - Sat
Sunday menu to 3pm

GUILTON FORGE GARAGE
(Ash Ltd)

For all your servicing, MOT’s and vehicle repairs

01304 812630
www.guiltonforge.co.uk

Ash, Canterbury, Kent. CT3 2HR

Friendly & reliable family run business
FREE pick up & delivery service

MOT Testing
Servicing to all makes and models

Vehicle diagnostics
FREE estimates and advice

Accident damage and body repairs
Courtesy car available

1st Prize £25, 2nd Prize £10
March winners

68: M. Lemm 
26: Jason c/o Pub

April winners
14: A. Chapman

86: D. Carter
May winners

34: S. Marsden
38: K. Marsden

Congratulations to the winners

100 Club
Monthy local prize draw to raise funds for the 

community. New Draw starts in August.

Our newsletter comes out every three months, but if 
in the meantime you want to find out more details of 
whats happening in our parish, check out our Face-
book page. This newsletter is available in electronic 
format there, as well as up-to-date Village Society 
and local news. 
Don’t forget to ‘like’ us and share us with your Face-
book friends. Our Facebook address is:

prestonelmstonevillage
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Our experienced craftsmen build to your exact 
specification: Houses, Extensions, Porches, 

Barns, Signposts, Cart Sheds Wedding Venues, 
Garages, Log Stores and more...

    For more information please contact us: 
Tel: 07513 507656

www.revelationoak.com
www.revelationoak@gmail.com

XXBruges Tree Surgery & garden servicesBruges Tree Surgery & garden services

XXLogs supplied with free local deliveryLogs supplied with free local delivery

Call Mike or Emma: 07890 712638 or 01304 813987

    Crown lifting    Pollarding    Dead wooding    Felling (complete removal)     Stump grinding
    Crown reduction & thinning     Logs and wood-chip supplied     Fully insured

www.brugesgardenservices.co.uk

See our Facebook page for weekly shopping deals

www.facebook.com/Prestonvillagestores
The Street, Preston, Kent.CT3 1DY     Tel: 01227 722300

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Your local shop has everything you

could possibly need and so much more!

Mon - Fri    6.30am - 7pm
Saturday    7am - 6pm
Sunday    9am - 1pm

Opening Times

River Chimney Sweep
Insurance approved certi�cate issued with every sweep

Other services include:
Stove installation, servicing and repairs

Chimney liners & chimney repointing
Bird Cowls

Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081

Mob: 07971 699220

Registered
OFTEC
Stove 

Installer

www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk

Jodie’s Summer Recipe
Summer dipping

It’s summertime, and the livin’ is easy.  And with summertime 
comes the season of barbeques and other delightful times with 
friends and family in the garden. This recipe is a quick and easy 
option if you’ve been asked to bring a dish to a BBQ and want 
to impress.  It is healthy, perfect for dipping and can be made in 
advance. Once you’ve mastered it there is a world of flavoured 
hummus for you to try, I particularly like carrot and cardamom 
or roasted pepper.

Simple Hummus Ingredients
1 Tin of chickpeas, drained
1 tbsp tahini
Juice of 1 lemon, or more to taste 
1 - 2 cloves garlic, peeled
Pinch of cumin
Salt, to taste
Olive oil, 1 tbsp and some to top
Paprika to top
Method:
Drain and tip the chickpeas into a food processor. Add the garlic, 
then add the tahini, a good squeeze of lemon juice and 1 table-
spoon of oil. Season with a pinch of salt, add the cumin, then 
pop the lid on and blitz. Once the ingredients have made a paste, 
use a spatula to scrape the houmous down the sides of the bowl, 
then blitz again until smooth. Taste, and add more lemon juice, 
garlic or salt according to taste. Tip into a bowl, and when ready 
to serve, drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with paprika. 
Enjoy with toasted flatbread or some crunchy veg.
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What’s on this Summer?

Wishing everyone a sizzling summer
from all your friends in the 

Preston & Elmstone Village Society

The autumn edition of Preston Parish Newsletter
will  be available from the first week of September 2018

Sun 10th  Junior Church Prize Giving & Family service, St. Mildred’s 9.30am
  Bell Ringers – Come and have ago? 2 -4pm St Mildred’s Church
  Open A�ernoon, St Mildred’s Church
Fri 25th NEW – Table Tennis Club, Preston Community Centre 6 – 9pm 
Sun 17th  Preston School Summer Fete – Preston Recreation Ground 
Sat 23rd Gardeners Club Open Flower Show Preston Community Centre
Sun 24th Junior Church, 9.30am, Preston Community Centre

Sat 7th  Village Litter Pick – meet 10.30 Community Centre Car Park
Sun 8th Family service, St. Mildreds 9.30am
Thus 12th Judging for South & South East in Bloom, ‘Village of the Year’
Sun 15th Junior Church, 9.30am, Preston Community Centre
Sun 22nd Village Picnic, Robinson Meadow noon onwards
  Summer Garden Show, 9am to 3pm Community Centre

Sun 12th Family service, St. Mildreds 9.30am
Sun 26th  Elmstone Church, open a�ernoon 
  Wine & Prosecco Fest, Half Moon & Seven Stars

June

July

August

Preston & Elmstone
VILLAGE SOCIETY

2008 - 2018


